Asmara World Heritage Appeal

Asmara is the world's outstanding living museum of classical modernist architecture comprising a whole city with all its urban functions: housing, industries,
services and administration, shopping, leisure, culture and recreation. Most of the architectural language is architettura razionale, the Italian modernism of the
1920sand 30s. However, there are also numerous examples of novecento, futurismo, neoclassicism, neo-baroque, monumentalism, as well as buildings with
links to local Eritrean architecture- No other city in the world can be proud of such a comprehensive ensemble of classical modernist architecture. We see the
people of Asmara and of all Eritrea united in admiring and preserving their jewel against all odds and despite some extreme adversity. We therefore welcome and
endorse the candidature of the city of Asmara to the UNESCO World Heritage List. The application for candidature was filed February 1, 2016, at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris to be decided by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in 2017. We appeal to cities with similar treasures of classical modernist
architecture, among them in particular Napier in New Zealand, Miami in the USA, and Tel Aviv in Israel, to form a global city-network of classical modernist
architecture under the auspices of UNESCO. Such a network will help the participating cities to preserve their architectural jewels. It will attract culturally minded
people from all over the world to visit these cities and thereby help them preserve their heritage. To this effect, tour operators may develop global tours of
classical modernist architecture.

First Signers:

“4Asmara - Arbate Asmera”, (Bisrat Kielle, Chrisroph Melchers, Carolyn Melchers, Dr. Konracl Melchers, Nina Melclrers, lllekontren Mesghena, MichaelTesfai); Edward Denison, photographer and
Lecturer in Architecture, The Bartlett School of Architecture, University College, London; Dr. Uschi Eid, President, German Africa Foundation; Naigiy Gebremedhin, Director {ret.), former Cultural Asset
Rehabilitation Project (CARP}, Asmara; Dr. Micha Gross, Director, Bauhaus center,Tel Aviv; professor Dr. Klaus Hiifner, Honorary President, World Federation of Unitecl Nations Associations (WFUNA),
Berlin; Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Ephraim Isaag princeron, fut; prof. pier Giorgio ,t,lassaieri, Gihiv'ersit& di Sologna; Florian Mausbach, Presi.C€fr {ret.r\, Fajeral offce for Buil'cing ancl Regicnal Planning,
Berlin; Hugh Merrel[, Merrell publisirers Limited, London; Ar Esa Molramed, President, International Union of Architects (UIA), Petaling Jaya, Malaysia; Nina NedJykov & pedro Moreira, Archite«s, Berlin;
Dr. Helmut orbon, Harare; Prof. Dr. Richard Pankhurst, Addis Abaha; Dr. Claudia Perren, Director, Bauhaus Foundation, Dessau;Wolfgang Riehle, Honorary President. Association of Architects, Baden-
Warttemberg; Irilanuel Schupp, ORANGE BLU bt'tilding solutions. Stuttgart; prof, Arno Sighirt Schmid, presicient iret-), Federal Association of Architectt Beriin; Dr. Norbert Spitz, Regional Director,
Goethe-Institut South Africa and Subsahara Africa; Dr. Thomas Welter, CEo, German Associarion of Architects, Berlin; Stefano Zagnoni, Dipartimento di Studi Umanistici e del Patrimonio Culturale -
DIUIt4 Université degli Studi di Udine; Dr. Peter Volgger, Lecturel University of Innsbruck; Dr. Andreas Zimmer, German Ambassador, Asmara
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